
 
 
 

Subscale Mark (1-5) Commentary 

Content 1 This review focusses 
on what you learnt 
about your own life 
rather than what you 
learnt about the 
author's life. 

You miss the second 
key point of the 
review which is 'why 
this person made their 
important 
contribution'. 

If you make it more 
clear that you are 
addressing this point 
in your answer and if 
you change the main 
subject of the review 
from yourself to the 
author, you will get 
higher marks. 
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Communicative 
Achievement 

4 The conventions of 
review writing are 
used well. There are 
clear paragraphs and 
a strong conclusion 
which leaves the 
reader wanting to 
read this book. 

Adding a title to the 
review would be a 
good addition. 

The register and tone 
are consistent with 
writing a review, 

slightly informal with a 
subjective tone 

'Sounds easy, but it is 
not.' You back up 

your statements with 
evidence and expand 

your points well. 

The clear 
paragraphing and 
strong introduction 

and conclusion help 
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to keep the reader 
engaged and help 

with the overall flow of 
the review. 

Organisation 4 This review is well 
organised with clear 
paragraphing which 
help main points are 
clearly introduced: 'on 
the one hand', 'on the 
other hand'. 

You introduce the 
broader ideas well in 

the introduction 'I 
realised something in 
my life had to change' 

you then get more 
specific talking about 
adopting the 'morning 
person routine' and 
creating blocks in 

your calendar. You 
then go back to the 

main idea in the 
conclusion that your 
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'daily routine had 
changed a lot'. 

Language 2 There is a range of 
relevant vocabulary 
and this is used to 
communicate the 

ideas well. 
There is a good 
attempt at using 
simple and more 

complex grammatical 
structures, including 
less common words 

and phrases 'no 
sooner...'. There are 
some errors with the 

language and 
sometimes these can 
hinder the flow of the 
writing and make it 

tricky for the reader to 
follow the passage 

easily. 

You have used good 
informal language, 
appropriate for a 
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review, including 
asking the reader 

questions for 
example. You have 

also used good linking 
words and phrases to 

help structure your 
writing and add 

emphasis to your 
points 'Honestly, I...' 

There is a little 
confusion with some 
past verb tenses but 
these do not impede 

communication. 

  

 

Rory’s YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/c/CambridgeEnglishTeacherRory 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9MwscS_MQ2_X0KHnHWzULQ?sub_confirmation=1

